CHAPTER XIV
THE IRON HORSE IN AUSTRALASIA
I
PROBABLY owing to its somewhat remote geographical
situation in relation to the busy centres of the northern
hemisphere but a hazy conception prevails of the great
activity that has been, and still is being, maintained in
regard to railway conquests in the far southern continent.
Although large expanses of its territory still rank as terra
incognita, the iron horse is tearing the veil from the
unknown with amazing rapidity; it is fulfilling the dual
r61e of exploring and colonising force simultaneously.
Several imposing feats of engineering have been con-
summated in the task of wresting the interior stretches of
the country from oblivion.
As is well known, the island continent is divided into
five States, and each has worked out its own salvation by
means of an independent railway system, though the
practice has been the same in each instance. The early
lines were laid through the fringe of settled territory along
the coast, and some time passed before the rails ventured
inland. As the agricultural, forest and mineralogical
wealth of the country became known, however, and
attracted large flocks of settlers, the map was rolled back
by the railway in the various states. Up to the year
1870 railway expansion developed very leisurely. Then
there came a sudden awakening. Railway development
went forward with a tremendous rush, and this feverish
expansion has been maintained steadily ever since*
The fact, however, that there was no general plan of
campaign has in a certain measure produced confusion.
Each State had to consider its individual purse and to
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